
 

 

April 12, 2026, 2026 
     Second Sunday of Easter                                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Episcopal Church, 157 Shore Road, Somers Point, NJ 08244

 
Phone: 609-927-6262 

 
Email: 

Christchurchsp1971@gmail.com 
 

Web site: 
christchurchspnj.org 

 
Office Hours: Tuesday-

Friday 9am-1pm 
 

All Services Facebook Live-
Stream  

https://www.facebook.com/chris
tchurchsomerspoint/  

  
 

 
 

Healing Service: 
 Wednesdays at 10am in 

the chapel  
Holy Days as announced 

 
Saturdays at 5:30pm 

Service: Holy Eucharist 
Reader: Donna Melle 
Eucharistic Minister:  

Donna Melle 
 
 
 
 

Sundays at 10:00am  
 

Service: Holy Eucharist  
Reader: Teri Zipf 

Eucharistic Ministers:  
John and Nancy Austin 

Acolytes: Matthew, Aidan 
and Sophia 

 Ushers: Arthur Donchey 
Counters:  Pat Conte and 

Ed Zipf 
 

 
All Music in this bulletin:  

Reprinted with permission, under ONE 
LICENSE,  

License #A-739023. All rights reserved. 



 

 

Welcome to Christ Episcopal Church of Somer’s Point.  We are glad to welcome you to our 
church.   Everything you will need for worship can be found in the Red Book of Common Prayer 
and the Blue Hymnal.   If you are new to the Episcopal Church and having a hard time following 
along, ask someone near you for help.  They will be glad to show you where we are in the Book 
of Common Prayer (BCP) or the 1982 Blue Hymnal.  Again, welcome.   

Entrance:   Blue Hymnal No. 203 O sons and daughters, let us sing  

 
Book of Common Prayer page 355  

Gloria Hymnal S-278 

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new 
covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the 
fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by 
their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.   Amen. 

A Reading from the book of Acts 
 

Acts 2:14a,22-32 

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “You 
that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to 
you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him 
among you, as you yourselves know— this man, handed over to you according to 
the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands 
of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from death, 
because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. For David says 
concerning him, 

‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
moreover my flesh will live in hope. 

For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
or let your Holy One experience corruption. 

You have made known to me the ways of life; 
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he 
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a 



 

 

prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one 
of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection 
of the Messiah, saying, 

‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 

This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord                         People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 16 

Conserva me, Domine 

1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; * 
I have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord, 
my good above all other." 

2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, * 
upon those who are noble among the people. 

3 But those who run after other gods * 
shall have their troubles multiplied. 

4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, * 
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips. 

5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; * 
it is you who uphold my lot. 

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * 
indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 

7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; * 
my heart teaches me, night after night. 

8 I have set the LORD always before me; * 
because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * 
my body also shall rest in hope. 

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 
nor let your holy one see the Pit. 

11 You will show me the path of life; * 
in your presence there is fullness of joy, 
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 



 

 

 

 

A Reading from the Book of Peter 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he 
has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God 
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you 
rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that 
the genuineness of your faith-- being more precious than gold that, though 
perishable, is tested by fire-- may be found to result in praise and glory and honor 
when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him; 
and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 
indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, 
the salvation of your souls. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord               People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual:  Blue Hymnal No 178 Alleluia, Alleluia!  Give thanks to the risen Lord 
 

The Gospel 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John  

People: Glory to you Lord Christ. 

John 20:19-31 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
"Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 
you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 



 

 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But 
he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." 
Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe." 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have 
life in his name. 

Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord.     People:  Praise to you Lord Christ 

The Sermon    
 
Nicene Creed Book of Common Prayer pg. 358  

Prayers of the People Form VI Book of Common Prayer  pg. 392  

Confession Book of Common Prayer pg. 393  

The Peace  

Announcements  

Offertory:  Choir 

Eucharistic Prayer A Book of Common Prayer pg 361 

Sanctus 1982 Hymnal S-127 

Lord’s Prayer Book of Common Prayer pg. 364  

The Fraction Hymnal S-155 

Agnus Dei S 161 

The Gifts of God for the People of God  

Communion Hymn Blue Hymnal No. 209 We walk by faith and not by sight 



 

 

 Post Communion Prayer Book of Common Prayer pg 365  

The Blessing  

Recessional Hymn Blue Hymnal No. 192 This joyful Eastertide 

Dismissal Book of Common Prayer pg 366   



 

 

 
 
 

Flowers in the sanctuary are given for the glory of God 
 

Last week’s Sunday attendance:  
Saturday 5:30 pm: 41   Sunday 10:00 am: 91 

form our hearts and make them thine. 

 
 
 
 
 

Memorials & Thanksgivings: Altar Flowers for Sunday - $50-Bulletin memorial- $50; Altar 
candles- $15- Mass cards- $15- contact parish secretary for available dates 

Help the church save in printing costs and use our app! Christ Church, Somers Point app 
https://egiving.ministryone.com/landing/294y 
 

- Choir- meets Sundays at 9am in the choir room (parish house) 
- Altar Guild- weekly preparations for Services  
- Brotherhood of Saint Andrew-meets third Thurs. of the Month (except August) 6pm 

in the parish living room (parish house) 
- Adelaide’s Place- is a ministry of the Daughters of the Heart of Mary 
- Knit Wits- Working on projects from home 
- BSA Troop 55- Wednesdays at 6pm in the Scout Room or Parish Hall  

Cub Scouts, Pack 87- Mondays, 7-8pm, Church undercroft  
- Both BSA Troop 55 and Cub Scout Pack 87 are Sponsored by our parish 
- Ecumenical Food Pantry- our parish staffs the pantry Thursdays (except 1st full 

week of month closed) from 9am to 11:30am at 11 E/ Dawes Ave., Somers Point. 
- Sunday School Sundays, begins Sept. 8, 9am -9:45am (see registration form in 

narthex or church website) in the church class rooms, undercroft 
- Youth Forum, 9am-9:45am (in the undercroft) 

 
If you have questions or need further information about ministries or participation please 
contact our Secretary, who will be happy to help you at  609-927-6262 or 
Christchurchsp1971@gmail.com. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Church Information  
 

 
Capital Campaign- To help us pay off this loan, we are doing two things: 
1) We are holding a 3-year capital campaign to raise the money for this loan. If you need 
pledging information please check with a vestry member or call the church office. 
2) We will be holding 3-4 fundraisers a year to help us with the cost of the loan. This 
includes our organ concert and other future fundraisers. 
 
Memorial Garden Bricks- Bricks are a great way of preserving the memory of a loved one. 
They are also a great way to honor an achievement that a loved one has accomplished. Bricks 
are $100 dollars to order and need to be sent in batches of 10 bricks at a time. These bricks 
were installed early last year.   Forms to order bricks are on a table in the narthex.  If you 
would like more information, please see Pat Conte. 
 
Flower Donations- Donating funds for the altar flowers is a way to share your dedication of 
thanksgiving or to remember a loved one. These dedications are printed in the church bulletin. 
There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the church. There are still many Sundays available to 
provide donations.  
 
Prayer List- Please email the office at ChristChurchsp1971@gmail.com with your prayer 
requests. Each individual will stay on the prayer list for approximately 30 days, unless you 
specifically request longer. 
The prayer list will continue to be important to our community. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 
The Rev. George Anne McDonnell, Rector 

 
Pat Conte (2027) Jr. Warden  

Karen Geller (2027) and Nancy Austin (2027) Co-Wardens 
Carol Drumm, Parish Administrative Asst. 

Arlene Santhouse, Treasurer  
Michelle Cianci, Asst. Treasurer 

Carlos Torres, Sexton 
Doug Murdock, Director of Music  

 
Vestry: 

      Joe Zeigenfus (2028), Marie Bates (2028), Dennis Huey (2029),  
Cecelia Khoury (2029) and Michelle Cianci (2029)  

  
Head of Altar Guild: Barbara Keown    

 
Christian Education  

Sunday School 
Led By: Kirsten McMahon & Laura Napoli 

Youth Forum 
Led By: The Rev. George Anne McDonnell  

Sundays 
9:00am to 9:45am  

 
Additional Events and ministry activities will be posted on our Website and Facebook Page 

Our Church app: Ministry ONE 
https://egiving.ministryone.com/landing/294y  

 
 

 


