September 13, 2026
The 16™ Sunday after Pentecost
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Christ Episcopal Church, 157 Shore Road, Somers Point, NJ 08244

Phone: 609-927-6262

Email:
Christchurchsp1971@gmail.com

Web site:
christchurchspnj.org

Office Hours: Tuesday-
Friday 9am-1pm

All Services Facebook Live-
Stream
https://www.facebook.com/chris

tchurchsomerspoint/

Healing Service:
Wednesdays at 10am in
the chapel
Holy Days as announced

Saturdays at 5:30pm
Service: Holy Eucharist
Reader: Mike Bronsky
Eucharistic Minister:
Donna Melle

Sundays at 10:00am
Reader: Ed Zipf
Eucharistic Ministers:
Cindy and Jeff Hight
Acolytes: Aiden
Ushers: Arthur Donchey
Counters: Michele Cianci
and Marie Bates

All Music in this bulletin:
Reprinted with permission, under ONE
LICENSE,

License #A-739023. All rights reserved.



Welcome to Christ Episcopal Church of Somer’s Point. We are glad to welcome you to our
church. Everything you will need for worship can be found in the Red Book of Common Prayer
and the Blue Hymnal. If you are new to the Episcopal Church and having a hard time following
along, ask someone near you for help. They will be glad to show you where we are in the Book
of Common Prayer (BCP) or the 1982 Blue Hymnal. Again, welcome.

Entrance: Blue Hymnal No. 397 Now thank we all our God

Book of Common Prayer page 299
Gloria Hymnal S-280

The Collect of the Day

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your
Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the book of Genesis
Genesis 50:15-21

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to
him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction
before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and
the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of
the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him.
Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your
slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God?
Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will
provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking
kindly to them.

Reader: The Word of the Lord People: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13

Benedic, anima mea

1 [Bless the LorD, O my soul, *
and all that is within me, bless his holy Name.

2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, *
and forget not all his benefits.
3 He forgives all your sins *
and heals all your infirmities;
4 He redeems your life from the grave *
and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness;
5 He satisfies you with good things, *
and your youth is renewed like an eagle's.
6 The LORD executes righteousness *
and judgment for all who are oppressed.
7 He made his ways known to Moses *
and his works to the children of Israel.]
8 The LORD is full of compassion and mercy, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.
9 He will not always accuse us, *
nor will he keep his anger for ever.
10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, *
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
so is his mercy great upon those who fear him.
12 As far as the east is from the west, *
so far has he removed our sins from us.

13 As a father cares for his children, *
so does the LORD care for those who fear him.

A Reading from the Book of Romans
Romans 14:1-12

Woelcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.
Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must



not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to
pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand
or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day,
observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord,
since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the
Lord and give thanks to God.

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether
we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he
might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise
your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For
1t 1s written,

"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God."

So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Reader: The Word of the Lord People: Thanks be to God.

Gradual: Blue Hymnal No. 411 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven (vs. 1, 2, 4, 5, 6)

The Gospel

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew

People: Glory to you Lord Christ.

Matthew 18:21-35

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?”’ Jesus said to him,
“Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished
to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed
him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord



ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him,
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity
for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that
same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” Then
his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and |
will pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he
would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken
place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had
mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger his lord
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother or sister from your heart.”

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.  People: Praise to you Lord Christ
The Sermon

Nicene Creed Book of Common Prayer pg. 358

Prayers of the People Form VI Book of Common Prayer pg. 392
Confession Book of Common Prayer pg. 393

The Peace

Announcements

Offertory: Choir

Eucharistic Prayer A Book of Common Prayer pg 361

Sanctus 1982 Hymnal S-130

Lord’s Prayer Book of Common Prayer pg. 364

The Fraction Hymnal S-155

Agnus Dei S 164

The Gifts of God for the People of God Lord

Communion Hymn No. 596 Judge eternal, throned in msplendor

Post Communion Prayer Book of Common Prayer pg 365



Recessional Hymn Blue Hymnal No. 400 All creatures of our God and King (vs. 1,4, 5, 7)

Dismissal Book of Common Prayer pg 366



Flowers in the sanctuary are given for Vaughn and Marge Quin celebrating
| 79™ anniversary in heaven from Patt and Ron Mathis and for the glory of God

Last week’s Sunday attendance:
Saturday 5:30 pm: 15 Sunday 10:00 am:52

form our hearts and make them thine.

ATFEND

Memorials & Thanksgivings: Altar Flowers for Sunday - $50-Bulletin memorial- $50; Altar
candles- $15- Mass cards- $15- contact parish secretary for available dates

- Choir- meets Sundays at 9am in the choir room (parish house)

- Altar Guild- weekly preparations for Services

- Brotherhood of Saint Andrew-meets third Thurs. of the Month (except August) 6pm
in the parish living room (parish house)

- Adelaide’s Place- is a ministry of the Daughters of the Heart of Mary

- Khnit Wits- Working on projects from home

- BSA Troop 55- Wednesdays at 6pm in the Scout Room or Parish Hall
Cub Scouts, Pack 87- Mondays, 7-8pm, Church undercroft

- Both BSA Troop 55 and Cub Scout Pack 87 are Sponsored by our parish

- Ecumenical Food Pantry- our parish staffs the pantry Thursdays (except 15 full
week of month closed) from 9am to 11:30am at 11 E/ Dawes Ave., Somers Point.

- Sunday School Sundays, begins Sept. 8, 9am -9:45am (see registration form in
narthex or church website) in the church class rooms, undercroft

- Youth Forum, 9am-9:45am (in the undercroft)

- ECW Women’s Group meet the first Tuesday of the month

If you have questions or need further information about ministries or participation please
contact our Secretary, who will be happy to help you at 609-927-6262 or
Christchurchsp1971@gmail.com.



Church Information

Capital Campaign- To help us pay off this loan, we are doing two things:

1) We are holding a 3-year capital campaign to raise the money for this loan. If you need
pledging information please check with a vestry member or call the church office.

2) We will be holding 3-4 fundraisers a year to help us with the cost of the loan. This
includes our organ concert and other future fundraisers.

Memorial Garden Bricks- Bricks are a great way of preserving the memory of a loved one.
They are also a great way to honor an achievement that a loved one has accomplished. Bricks
are $100 dollars to order and need to be sent in batches of 10 bricks at a time. These bricks
were installed early last year. Forms to order bricks are on a table in the narthex. If you
would like more information, please see Pat Conte.

Flower Donations- Donating funds for the altar flowers is a way to share your dedication of
thanksgiving or to remember a loved one. These dedications are printed in the church bulletin.
There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the church. There are still many Sundays available to
provide donations.

Prayer List- Please email the office at ChristChurchsp1971@gmail.com with your prayer
requests. Each individual will stay on the prayer list for approximately 30 days, unless you
specifically request longer.

The prayer list will continue to be important to our community.




Rev. George Anne McDonnell, Rector

Pat Conte (2027) Jr. Warden
Nancy Austin (2027) Sr. Warden
Carol Drumm, Parish Administrative Asst.
Carlos Torres, Sexton
Doug Murdock, Director of Music

Vestry:
Joe Zeigenfus (2028), Marie Bates (2028), Dennis Huey (2029),
Cecelia Khoury (2029) and Michele Cianci (2029)

Head of Altar Guild: Barbara Keown
ECW Women’s Group — Patti Stocker, President
Youth Forum
Led By: The Rev. George Anne McDonnell & Kirsten McMahon
Sundays
9:00am to 9:45am

Additional Events and ministry activities will be posted on our Website and Facebook Page
Our Church app: Ministry ONE



