August 17, 2025
The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Christ Episcopal Church, 157 Shore Road, Somers Point, NJ 08244

Phone: 609-927-6262

Email:
Christchurchsp1971@gmail.com

Web site:
christchurchspnj.org

Office Hours:
Tuesday-Friday 9am-1pm

All Services Facebook
Live-Stream
https://www.facebook.com/chris

tchurchsomerspoint/

Healing Service:
Wednesdays at 10am
Holy Days as announced

Saturdays at 5:30pm
Service: Holy Eucharist
Reader: Donna Melle
Eucharistic Minister:
Donna Melle

Sundays at 10:00am
Service: Holy Eucharist
Reader: Kirsten McMahon
Eucharistic Ministers:
John Austin and
Nancy Austin
Acolytes:

James and Aidan
Ushers: Bill Snyder and
Arthur Donchey
Counters: Bobbie Livesey
and Cherry Biacan

All Music in this bulletin:
Reprinted with permission, under ONE
LICENSE,

License #A-739023. All rights reserved.


mailto:Christchurchsp1971@gmail.com
http://christchurchspnj.org
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchsomerspoint/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchsomerspoint/

Entrance: Hymnal No. 637 How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord

1 How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in his excellent word!
What more can he say than to you he hath said,
to you that for refuge to Jesus have fled?

2 "Fear not, [ am with thee; O be not dismayed!

For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;

I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

3 "When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;

for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,

and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

4 "When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;

the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design

thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

5 "The soul that to Jesus hath fled for repose,

I will not, I will not desert to its foes;

that soul, though all hell shall endeavor to shake,
I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake."

Words:John Rippon Music: Johann Michael Haydn

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria: Hymnal S-278
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people.

Priest: The Lord be with you.
People: And also, with you.
Priest: Let us pray;

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example
of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow
daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the book of Jeremiah 23:23-29

Am I a God near by, says the Lorp, and not a God far off? Who can hide in secret places so
that I cannot see them? says the Lorp. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the Lorp. I have
heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, "I have dreamed,
I have dreamed!" How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back-- those who
prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? They plan to make my
people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors
forgot my name for Baal. Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one
who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says
the Lorp. Is not my word like fire, says the Lorp, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in
pieces?

Reader: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 82

Deus stetit

1 God takes his stand in the council of heaven; *
he gives judgment in the midst of the gods:
2 "How long will you judge unjustly, *
and show favor to the wicked?
3 Save the weak and the orphan; *
defend the humble and needy;

4 Rescue the weak and the poor; *
deliver them from the power of the wicked.



5 They do not know, neither do they understand;
they go about in darkness; *

all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

6 Now I say to you, 'You are gods, *
and all of you children of the Most High;

7 Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, *
and fall like any prince."

8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth, *

for you shall take all nations for your own.

A Reading from the book of Hebrews 11:29-12:2

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the
Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they
had been encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those
who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.

And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets-- who through faith conquered kingdoms,
administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put
foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured,
refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered mocking
and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they were
sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats,
destitute, persecuted, tormented-- of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in
deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.

Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was
promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us,
be made perfect.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that
is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his
seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

Reader: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.



Gradual: Hymnal No. 691 My faith looks up to thee

1 My faith looks up to thee,
thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine!

Now hear me while I pray,
take all my guilt away;

O let me from this day

be wholly thine.

2 May thy rich grace impart
strength to my fainting heart,
my zeal inspire;

as thou hast died for me,

O may my love to thee

pure, warm, and changeless be,
a living fire.

3 While life's dark maze I tread,
and griefs around me spread,
be thou my guide;

bid darkness turn to day;

wipe sorrow's tears away,

nor let me ever stray

from thee aside.

Words: Ray Palmer Mousic: Lowell Mason

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 12:49-56

Jesus said, "I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I have
a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! Do
you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division!
From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three;
they will be divided:

father against son
and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."



He also said to the crowds, "When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say,
*It is going to rain'; and so it happens. And when you see the south wind blowing, you say,
"There will be scorching heat'; and it happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret
the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present
time?"

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.  People: Praise to you Lord Christ.

The Sermon

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.



He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People Form III
The Prayers of the People

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
(The priest gives a concluding prayer)

Confession of Sin

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.
Minister and People



Most merciful God,

We confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen

The Bishop, when present, or Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen

The Peace
Announcements, Birthday’s, Anniversaries, & Blessing of food we Donate to the Food Pantry
Offertory Anthem: Sung by Choir

The Eucharistic Prayer B

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and says

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 1t is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to
show forth your glory in all the world.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



Sanctus: Hymnal S-130

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full,
full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "7Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father:

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

Celebrant Continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to the heavenly
country with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters;



through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author
or our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction
Hymnal S-155 Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
therefore let us keep the feast.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Hymnal S-164

Jesus, Lamb of God:

have mercy on us.

Jesus, bearer of our sins:

have mercy on us.

Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world:
give us your peace,

give us your peace.



The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Communion Hymn: Hymnal No. 337 And now, O Father, mindful of the love

1 And now, O Father, mindful of the love
that bought us, once for all, on Calvary's tree,
and having with us him that pleads above,
we here present, we here spread forth to thee,
that only offering perfect in thine eyes,

the one true, pure, immortal sacrifice.

2 Look Father, look on his anointed face,
and only look on us as found in him;

look not on our misusings of thy grace,

our prayer so languid, and our faith so dim:
for lo! between our sins and their reward,
we set the passion of thy Son our Lord.

3 And then for those, our dearest and our best,
by this prevailing presence we appeal;

O fold them closer to thy mercy's breast!

O do thine utmost for their souls' true weal!
From tainting mischief keep them pure and clear,
and crown thy gifts with strength to persevere.

4 And so we come; O draw us to thy feet,
most patient Savior, who canst love us still!
And by this food, so awesome and so sweet,
deliver us from every touch of ill:

in thine own service make us glad and free,
and grant us nevermore to part from thee.

Words: William Bright Music: William Henry Monk

Post Communion Prayer
Let us Pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members

of your son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen



Sending
+Sending of Eucharistic Visitors (when needed)

N., in the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that N., to
whom you go, may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. We who
are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

Final Blessing

Recessional: Hymnal No. 490 I want to walk as a child of the light

1 I want to walk as a child of the light.

I want to follow Jesus.

God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus.

Refrain:

In him there is no darkness at all.

The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

2 I want to see the brightness of God.

I want to look at Jesus.

Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path,
and show me the way to the Father. [Refrain]

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ.

[ want to be with Jesus.

When we have run with patience the race,
we shall know the joy of Jesus. [Refrain]

Words: Kathleen Thomerson Music: Kathleen Thomerson

Dismissal

Flowers in the sanctuary are given by Jeff and Cindy for the glory of God and
in memory of Kenneth Hight




Last week’s Sunday attendance:
Saturday 5:30 pm: 15 Sunday 10:00 am: 60

SERVE ATFEND

Stewardship Note: Regarding our Annual Budget it costs the church $3.500.00 per week to
operate and sustain our ministries, outreach and music ministry. Sunday’s collection is

$2754.

Memorials & Thanksgivings: Altar Flowers for Sunday - $50-Bulletin memorial- $50; Altar
candles- $15- Mass cards- $15- contact parish secretary for available dates

Help the church save in printing costs and use our app! Christ Church, Somers Point app
https://egiving.ministryone.com/landing/294y

Choir- meets Sundays at 9am in the choir room (parish house)

Altar Guild- weekly preparations for Services

Brotherhood of Saint Andrew-meets third Thurs. of the Month (except August) 6pm
in the parish living room (parish house)

Adelaide’s Place- is a ministry of the Daughters of the Heart of Mary

Society of Mary- First Tuesday of the month in the church living room 11:00am
Guild of all Souls- Second Tuesday of the month in the church living room 11:00am
Knit Wits- Working on projects from home

BSA Troop 55- Wednesdays at 6pm in the Scout Room or Parish Hall

Cub Scouts, Pack 87- Mondays, 7-8pm, Church undercroft

Both BSA Troop 55 and Cub Scout Pack 87 are Sponsored by our parish
Ecumenical Food Pantry- our parish staffs the pantry Thursdays (except 1* full
week of month closed) from 9am to 11:30am at 11 E/ Dawes Ave., Somers Point.
Sunday School Sundays, begins Sept. 8, 9am -9:45am (see registration form in
narthex or church website) in the church class rooms, undercroft

Youth Forum, Sundays, Ends on June 2" and Resumes September 14™
9am-9:45am (chapel on the Meyran Ave. side of church)

If you have questions or need further information about ministries or participation please
our Secretary Lisa will be happy to help you please contact us at 609-927-6262 or
Christchurchsp1971@gmail.com.



Church Information

Capital Campaign- To help us pay off this loan, we are doing two things:

1) We are holding a 3-year capital campaign to raise the money for this loan. If you need
pledging information please check with a vestry member or call the church office.

2) We will be holding 3-4 fundraisers a year to help us with the cost of the loan. This
includes our golf tournament and other future fundraisers.

Memorial Garden Bricks- Bricks are a great way of preserving the memory of a loved one.
They are also a great way to honor an achievement that a loved one has accomplished. Bricks
are $100 dollars to order and need to be sent in batches of 10 bricks at a time. The first set of
bricks that were bought should be delivered in early June! If you would like more information,
please see Carolyn La Mountain.

Flower Donations- Donating funds for the altar flowers is a way to share your dedication of
thanksgiving or to remember a loved one. These dedications are printed in the church bulletin.
There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the church. There are still many Sundays available to
provide donations.

Prayer List- The prayer list was reset on July 6, 2025. Please email Lisa at the office at
ChristChurchsp1971@gmail.com with your prayer requests. Each individual will stay on the
prayer list for 30 days, unless you specifically request longer.

The prayer list will continue to be important to our community.

Office hours - Please note, the office will be closed Tuesday, August 19th. Lisa will then
resume office hours on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. of that week.







Rev. George Anne McDonnell

Pat Conte (2027) Bill Snyder (2026), Wardens
Lisa Angerer, Parish Administrative Asst.
Heidi Toth, Treasurer
Carlos Torres, Sexton
Doug Murdock, Director of Music

Vestry:
Joe Zeigenfus (2028),
Steve Napoli (2026), Nancy Austin (2027),
Karen Geller (2027)
Bobbie Livesey (2026)

Head of Altar Guild: Barbara Keown

Christian Education
Sunday School
Led By: Kirsten McMahon & Laura Napoli
Youth Forum
Led By: Bill Snyder &
Carolyn LaMountain
Sundays
9:00am to 9:45am

Additional Events and ministry activities will be posted on our Website and Facebook Page

Our Church app: Ministry ONE
https://egiving.ministryone.com/landing/294y
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