November 23, 2025
The Last Sunday after Pentecost

Christ Episcopal Church, 157 Shore Road, Somers Point, NJ 08244

Phone: 609-927-6262

Email:
Christchurchsp1971(@gmail.com

Web site:
christchurchspnj.org

Office Hours:
Tuesday-Friday 9am-1pm

All Services Facebook
Live-Stream
https://www.facebook.com/chris

tchurchsomerspoint/

Healing Service:
Wednesdays at 10am in
the chapel
Holy Days as announced

Saturdays at 5:30pm
Service: Holy Eucharist
Reader: Donna Melle
Eucharistic Minister:
Donna Melle

Interfaith Thanksgiving
Service November 24
at 7:00 pm at Margate
Community Church in

Margate City, NJ

Sundays at 10:00am
Service: Holy Eucharist
Reader: Ed Zipf
Eucharistic Ministers:
Jeff and Cindy Hight

Acolytes: Matthew and
Sophia
Ushers: Arthur Donchey
Counters: Nancy Austin
and Ed Zipf

All Music in this bulletin:
Reprinted with permission, under ONE
LICENSE,

License #A-739023. All rights reserved.


mailto:Christchurchsp1971@gmail.com
http://christchurchspnj.org
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchsomerspoint/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchsomerspoint/

Entrance: Hymnal No. 397 Now thank we all or God

1 Now thank we all our God,
with heart, and hands, and voices,
who wondrous things hath done,
in whom his world rejoices;

who from our mother's arms

hath blessed us on our way

with countless gifts of love,

and still is ours today.

2 O may this bounteous God
through all our life be near us!
with ever-joyful hearts

and blessed peace to cheer us;
and keep us in his grace,

and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all ills

in this world and the next.

3 All praise and thanks to God
the Father now be given,

the Son, and him who reigns
with them in highest heaven,
eternal, Triune God,

whom earth and heaven adore;
for thus it was, is now,

and shall be, evermore.

Words: Martin Rinckart Mousic: Johann Cruger

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria: Hymnal S-280

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:



have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people.

Priest: The Lord be with you.
People: And also, with you
Priest: Let us Pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the
King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and
enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the book of Jeremiah

Jeremiah 23:1-6

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lorp.
Therefore thus says the Lorp, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my
people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have
not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lorp. Then I
myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them,
and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise
up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be
dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lorbp.

The days are surely coming, says the Lorp, when I will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And
this is the name by which he will be called: "The Lorbp is our righteousness."

Reader: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 46

Deus noster refugium

1 God is our refuge and strength, *
a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, *
and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea;
3 Though its waters rage and foam, *
and though the mountains tremble at its tumult.
4 The Lorp of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
5 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, *
the holy habitation of the Most High.
6 God is in the midst of her;
she shall not be overthrown; *

God shall help her at the break of day.

7 The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; *

God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away.
8 The Lorp of hosts is with us; *

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
9 Come now and look upon the works of the Lorp, *

what awesome things he has done on earth.

10 It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; *
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,
and burns the shields with fire.
11 "Be still, then, and know that I am God; *
I will be exalted among the nations;
I will be exalted in the earth."
12 The Lorb of hosts is with us; *

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.



A Reading from the book of Colossians

Colossians 1:11-20

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may
you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the
Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has
rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved
Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or powers-- all things have been created through him and for him. He
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body,
the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have
first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in
heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.

Reader: The Word of the Lord People: Thanks be to God

Gradual: 544 Jesus shall reign where’er the sun

1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
doth his successive journeys run;
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,

till moons shall wax and wane no more.

2 To him shall endless prayer be made,
and praises throng to crown his head;
his Name like sweet perfume shall rise

with every morning sacrifice.

3 People and realms of every tongue
dwell on his love with sweetest song;
and infant voices shall proclaim

their early blessings on his Name.

4 Blessings abound where'er he reigns:

the prisoners leap to lose their chains,



the weary find eternal rest,

and all who suffer want are blest.

5 Let every creature rise and bring
peculiar honors to our King;
angels descend with songs again,

and earth repeat the loud amen.

Words: isaac Watts Music:John Hatton

The Gospel

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 23:33-43

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for
they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his clothing. The people
stood by, watching Jesus on the cross; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, "He saved
others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!" The soldiers also
mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, "If you are the King of the
Jews, save yourself!" There was also an inscription over him, "This is the King of the
Jews."

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you not the
Messiah? Save yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God,
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done
nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."
He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise."

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.  People: Praise to you Lord Christ.

The Sermon



The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



The Prayers of the People Form III
The Prayers of the People

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
(The priest gives a concluding prayer)

Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,

We confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.



We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen

The Bishop, when present, or Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen

The Peace
Announcements, Birthday’s, Anniversaries, & Blessing of food we Donate to the Food Pantry
Offertory Anthem: Sung by Choir

The Eucharistic Prayer B

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and says

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 1t is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to
show forth your glory in all the world.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus: Hymnal S-130

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full,



full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Hosanna in the highest.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "7Take,

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father:

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

Celebrant Continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to the heavenly
country with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author
or our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,



we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction

Hymnal S-155 Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

therefore let us keep the feast.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Hymnal S-164

Jesus, Lamb of God:

have mercy on us.

Jesus, bearer of our sins:

have mercy on us.

Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world:
give us your peace,

give us your peace.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Communion Hymn: Hymnal No. 433 We gather together

1 We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing;
he chastens and hastens his will to make known;
the wicked oppressing now cease from distressing:
sing praises to his Name; he forgets not his own.

2 Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining,
ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine;



so from the beginning the fight we were winning;
thou, Lord, wast at our side: all glory be thine!

3 We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant,
and pray that thou still our defender wilt be.

Let thy congregation escape tribulation:

thy Name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free!

Words: Theodore Baker Music: Edward Kremson

Post Communion Prayer
Let us Pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen

Sending

+Sending of Eucharistic Visitors (when needed)

N., in the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that N., to
whom you go, may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. We who
are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

Final Blessing

Recessional: 494 Crown him with many crowns

1 Crown him with many crowns,

the Lamb upon his throne;

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns
all music but its own;

awake, my soul, and sing

of him who died for thee,

and hail him as thy matchless King
through all eternity.

2 Crown him the Son of God

before the worlds began,

and ye, who tread where he hath trod,
crown him the Son of man;



who every grief hath known

that wrings the human breast,

and takes and bears them for his own,
that all in him may rest.

3 Crown him the Lord of life,
who triumphed over the grave,
and rose victorious in the strife
for those he came to save;

his glories now we sing

who died, and rose on high,
who died, eternal life to bring,
and lives that death may die.

4 Crown him of lords the Lord,

who over all doth reign,

who once on earth, the incarnate Word,
for ransomed sinners slain,

now lives in realms of light,

where saints with angels sing

their songs before him day and night,
their God, Redeemer, King.

5 Crown him the Lord of heaven,
enthroned in worlds above;

crown him the King,to whom is given,
the wondrous name of Love.

Crown him with many crowns,

as thrones before him fall,

crown him, ye kings, with many crowns,
for he is King of all.

Words:  Matthew Bridges Music: George Job Elvey

Dismissal



" Flowers in the sanctuary are given for the glory of God in Loving Memory of
Jeanne Hight from Jeff and Cindy Hight

Last week’s Sunday attendance:
Saturday 5:30 pm: 18 Sunday 10:00 am: 57

form our hearts and make them thine.

SERVE ATFEND

Stewardship Note: Regarding our Annual Budget it costs the church $3.500.00 per week to
operate and sustain our ministries, outreach and music ministry. Sunday’s collection is
$3482.

Memorials & Thanksgivings: Altar Flowers for Sunday - $50-Bulletin memorial- $50; Altar
candles- $15- Mass cards- $15- contact parish secretary for available dates

Help the church save in printing costs and use our app! Christ Church, Somers Point app
https://egiving.ministryone.com/landing/294y

- Choir- meets Sundays at 9am in the choir room (parish house)

- Altar Guild- weekly preparations for Services

- Brotherhood of Saint Andrew-meets third Thurs. of the Month (except August) 6pm
in the parish living room (parish house)

- Adelaide’s Place- is a ministry of the Daughters of the Heart of Mary

- Knit Wits- Working on projects from home

- BSA Troop 55- Wednesdays at 6pm in the Scout Room or Parish Hall
Cub Scouts, Pack 87- Mondays, 7-8pm, Church undercroft

- Both BSA Troop 55 and Cub Scout Pack 87 are Sponsored by our parish

- Ecumenical Food Pantry- our parish staffs the pantry Thursdays (except 1* full
week of month closed) from 9am to 11:30am at 11 E/ Dawes Ave., Somers Point.

- Sunday School Sundays, begins Sept. 8, 9am -9:45am (see registration form in
narthex or church website) in the church class rooms, undercroft

- Youth Forum, 9am-9:45am (in the undercroft)

If you have questions or need further information about ministries or participation please
contact our Secretary, who will be happy to help you at 609-927-6262 or
Christchurchsp1971@gmail.com.



Church Information

Capital Campaign- To help us pay off this loan, we are doing two things:

1) We are holding a 3-year capital campaign to raise the money for this loan. If you need
pledging information please check with a vestry member or call the church office.

2) We will be holding 3-4 fundraisers a year to help us with the cost of the loan. This
includes our organ concert and other future fundraisers.

Memorial Garden Bricks- Bricks are a great way of preserving the memory of a loved one.
They are also a great way to honor an achievement that a loved one has accomplished. Bricks
are $100 dollars to order and need to be sent in batches of 10 bricks at a time. These bricks
were installed early last year. Forms to order bricks are on a table in the narthex. If you
would like more information, please see Carolyn La Mountain.

Flower Donations- Donating funds for the altar flowers is a way to share your dedication of
thanksgiving or to remember a loved one. These dedications are printed in the church bulletin.
There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the church. There are still many Sundays available to
provide donations.

Prayer List- The prayer list was reset on July 6, 2025. Please email the office at
ChristChurchsp1971@gmail.com with your prayer requests. Each individual will stay on the
prayer list for 30 days, unless you specifically request longer.

The prayer list will continue to be important to our community.




The Rev. George Anne McDonnell

Pat Conte (2027)
Karen Geller (2027) and Nancy Austin (2027) Co-Wardens
Carol Drumm, Parish Administrative Asst.
Heidi Toth, Treasurer
Carlos Torres, Sexton
Doug Murdock, Director of Music

Vestry:
Joe Zeigenfus (2028),
Steve Napoli (2026), Bobbie Livesey (2026)
Marie Bates (2028)

Head of Altar Guild: Barbara Keown

Christian Education
Sunday School
Led By: Kirsten McMahon & Laura Napoli
Youth Forum
Led By: The Rev. George Anne McDonnell
Sundays
9:00am to 9:45am

Additional Events and ministry activities will be posted on our Website and Facebook Page

Our Church app: Ministry ONE
https://egiving.ministryone.com/landing/294y
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